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Signs of the Times 
MATTHEW 24:3-14 

 
The seeking of the kingdom of God is the chief business of 
the Christian life. 

-Johnathan Edwards 

I. False Expectations 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

II. False Labor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
III. Failure & Faithfulness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Small Group Study Questions 
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Application: 

1) In Matthew 24:6-7, Jesus tells his disciples that there will continue to 
be things like wars, famines, and natural disasters until the time of his 
coming. But he also tells them not to be afraid or alarmed. How can 
followers of Christ live in a world full of many kinds of trouble without 
fear? What do we know about God that prevents fear? What do we 
know about his promises? What areas of your life are you more 
prone to respond in fear rather than faith?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) The disciples were told that instead of immediately receiving the 

kingdom and all of the promises associated with it, that there would 
be a delay. And their wait would come with persecution, trouble, and 
death. While this would certainly have been difficult to hear, it was 
not the first time. How does this warning overlap with what Jesus said 
in Matthew 10? As followers of Christ, how do we find comfort and 
encouragement during persecution? Does the world around us even 
see enough of Christ in our lives to know that we are different?  
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3) The nation of Israel had rejected her messiah and the judgment that 
was coming was going to be severe. But the disciples are going to 
suffer persecution not because they are disobedient, but because 
they are faithful. It’s tempting to think that God “owes” me something 
for my obedience. What DOES God promise us when we obey? It can 
be difficult to continue in obedience when circumstances are hard. 
Are there areas of your life where you are growing “weary of doing 
good?” How can the group be praying specifically for strength and 
encouragement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4) This section reminds the disciples and us that the kingdom is 

something that we still wait for. But the time is not wasted. While the 
kingdom is delayed, the gospel goes out to the whole world. We 
know that we take part in that gospel promise and proclamation. 
How do we know that the gospel will not be preached in vain? How 
should that motivate and encourage us? Who are you specifically 
praying for the opportunity to share the gospel with?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your Families  

5) Talk with your kids about the hope that we have in a world that in is 
in turmoil and maybe even frightening at times. Remind them of the 
hope that we have in knowing that God has a plan, and that our 
home is ultimately in heaven and not in the brokenness of a sinful 
world.  
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