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‘The Path to Patience
James 57-1

Patience is a vibrant and virile Christian virtue, which is deeply
rooted in the Christian’s absolute confidence in the sovereignty of
God and in God'’s promise to bring all things to completion in a way
that most fully demonstrates His glory.

-Albert Mohler

l. Confidence in His Coming



Il. Confidence in His Correction

lll. Confidence in His Character



Small Group Study Questions

1. In James 5, he mostly uses a different word for patience than he
did in chapter 1. There, it dealt with bearing up under something,
particularly as it applied to a difficult situation. Here, the word means
to be long-tempered and is particularly applied to people. Why are
difficult people sometimes more difficult to bear with patiently than
difficult situations? What spiritual truths help us remember how to
respond to difficult people?

2. The coming of the Lord is often a source of theological debate or
academic study. There might even be several views within your
small group! No matter what your views on eschatology are, the
New Testament writers were clear that the expected coming of the
Lord ought to spur us to live in a particular way. How does the
coming of the Lord motivate us to live righteously? How does it help
us view pain? Suffering? Our sins and the sins of others? What are
you specifically looking forward to and longing for about the coming
of Christ?



3. James reminds his readers of God'’s justice. But he doesn't just
apply that to those who are outside the church or those who abuse
the righteous. He warns them not to mistreat each other because
God is their judge, and is “at the door.” How does the nearness of
Christ motivate us to treat one another? How does the idea that we
are brothers and sisters practically impact the way that we view
other members of the body of Christ?

4. James reminds his readers that, even in hardship, the Lord is
compassionate and merciful. How have you seen the compassion
and mercy of God in your life, even in difficult times? How would you
personally direct someone back to the nature of God during a time
of struggle? What about the nature and character of God have
brought you particular comfort during difficulty?

5. Talk with your children about the reality of injustice. There are
times when life is genuinely, painfully, unfair. Talk about how God
does not change, even when things are difficult. Think and pray
through some of the attributes of God that are encouraging to you
when you are struggling.



