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Faith of the Fathers, part 4 
Anticipating the Promise 

Hebrews 11:20-22 
 

In regard of God, patience is a submission to His 
sovereignty. To endure a trial, simply because we cannot 
avoid or resist it, is not Christian patience. But to humbly 
submit because it is the will of God to inflict the trial, to be 
silent because the sovereignty of God orders it - is true 
godly patience. 

-Stephen Charnock 
I. The Faith of Isaac 
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II. The Faith of Jacob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. The Faith of Joseph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Group Study Questions 
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Into the Bible 
In the stories of the Patriarchs of Israel a running theme is their 
desire to help God out by pursuing their own “plan B”? Is this a wise 
course of action? (Proverbs 16:25, Isaiah 55: 8-9, Proverbs 3:5-6, 
Matthew 6:33) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The Bible is an extremely honest record of God’s continuing to work 
through very flawed individuals, including some in the “heroes of the 
faith” in Hebrews 11. Someone made the pointed observation that 
flawed individuals are all that God has to work with. What other 
reasons does God have for choosing us to accomplish His will?  
(1 Corinthians 1:26-29, 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, 2 Corinthians 4:7) 
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Application 
As God’s plans unfold in history, Satan and his hosts have always sought 
to derail them. When things seem to go very sideways for us as we seek to 
live for Christ, what reminders do we need to cling to? (Job 42:2, Genesis 
50:20, Romans 11:33, Philippians 1:15-18, Romans 8:28) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Families 
Talk with your children about choosing to do things God’s way 
rather than our own. 
 


